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Background 
At State and Conservation 7-2017 Contracting Parties were invited to suggest new Lead Countries or new 
representatives for the development or advancement of the indicators, as they saw fit. 

The following information with relevance to Swedish comments was detailed in the meeting outcomes 
(State and Conservation 7-2017 Outcomes):  

3J.38  The Meeting took note of information by Sweden that Tero Härkönen, who has been leading some 
seal indicators, and involved in others, has retired and they are in the process of finding a new lead 
starting from 2018. Sweden informed they will report further about necessary changes in indicator 
leads and co-leads in January 2018 (seal and other indicators).  

In a separate commented document sent to the Secretariat the following indicators were identified by 
Sweden as awaiting final confirmation (e.g. due to staff changes etc.) in January 2018: All seal indicators, 
Seasonal succession of functional phytoplankton groups, Lower depth limit distribution of the macrophyte 
community, TBT and imposex, Reproductive disorders: Malformed eelpout and amphipod embryos, EROD 
activity, Abundance of salmon spawners and smolt, and Abundance of sea trout spawners and parr. This 
document also contained further comments relating to other indicators, as summarised here:  

• State of the soft-bottom macrofauna indicator development has functioned well, but further 
development work to increase coverage in the southerly regions of the Baltic Sea would require a 
lead taken from relevant countries. Sweden would them be able to support this work (to be 
confirmed by January 2018). 

• Condition of Benthic habitats has no clear lead and it should be of high priority and a group effort 
with clear lead. Swedish co-Leads are still valid. 

• Population structure of long-lived macrozoobenthic species is not seen as an indicator with an 
obvious development route and should have low priority in future. 

• Biomass ratio of opportunistic and perennial macroalgae may be an indicator that Sweden could 
support as co-Lead (but must be confirmed by January 2018). 

• State of hard-bottom communities should be of high priority and the potential to include it within 
the Condition of benthic habitats indicator should be explored. 

 

Action requested 
The Meeting is invited to take note of the additional detailed comments by Sweden, summarized above, 
from comments included in the indicator document at State and Conservation 7-2017. 
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